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FUTILE WAIL, OF THE POPOCRATS.

The Popocratic organs and orators are
having a hard time in their efforts to beallt-
tle the signs of returning prosperity. The
more Ilﬂmiﬂl‘lbte‘ the signs the mare
lusty thelr howls Fortunately, as In the
case of John Plowman's pig, there ia litie
wooel for the loud ery.

There is, however, a serious side to the
spectacle presented by thess alarmists.
There I8 In it & humiliating illustration of
the unpatriotin conduct that & freguently
inapired by political disappointment. Buch
conduct ts generally found among the
superficlal classes, 1o be sure, but these
clnsses are generally affected by the repre-
sentatlons or misrepresentations of their
leadern.

The pititul Iack of moral responsibility
and the dogged dlsregard for cconomic ex-
pediency displayed by thees agitators Is,
therefore, worthy of comment, not for
what it sccompliches against the present
sdministration and the commercial wel-
fare of the country at this time, but for
what It represents and might achleve under
other circumstances.

It was only a few weeks ago that a New
York paper published a cruelly maliclous
and gromly misrepresentative article on
the Industrial conditions of the state of
Chio, for the sole purpose of discrediting
the MeKinley admintstration., Immediate-
Iy the Popocratic organs of the country
took up and @rculatsd the article, and
ppon s flimsy and tiansparent defalls
based thelr attacks upon the party that
has just assumed the relgns of government.

Whan John Wanamaker, chagrined by de-
feal In & senatorial contest, soured on his
party and belled his country, the alarmists
found new malerial for circulation. On
some such pretext as this they have been
ringing the changes ever since the election
of Willlam McKinley.

Nevertheless, it is apparent to all who
enre 1o be {nformed that conditicns have
fmproved ever since the presidential eleo-
tion, and especlally since the Inauguration.
Bo far the betterment has been the result
of the settlement of the finuncial question
and tha return of confidence, but It has
been so marked ns to give great promise
for the present sdminlstration when It
shall huve had time to make the necensary
changes in the tariff and revenue sysiem.

Meanwhila the alarmists, Hke wultures,
follow the wave of prosperity with little to
feed upon, but with a persistent howl of
dissatisfaction. They assume the atri-
tude of preferring distress rather than
happiness, If happiness i to bring any
credit to the Republican party., But thelr
efforts are as futile as their motives are
reprehensible.

WHEN TO SELL.

U'nder whal eircumstances can a property
owner of Kansas City better afford to sell
his unproductiive real estate than to
keep 17

First, of course, when he can get for It
more than it has cost him, counting prin-
cipal and Interest. Becond, when he knows
where he can use the procesds to great ad-
vanlago, s#ven though they may show a
lons on the land trunsaction itself. Third,
when It ssems altogether likealy that the
taxes and intersst on taxen will outrun any
poreible selling price.  Thus, If a man be-
lloves that he can well a certain lot in ten
years for ten thousand doliare and knows
he cau well it now for five thousand, he
must deiermine if the ten thousand ten
years hence, less taxes and Interest on
taxes between now and then, will be us
good ms five thousand now In hamd, plus
what this five thousand will earn in the
ten years.

In the cass presented, If the ten years'
taxecs amount to two thousand dollars, and
the interest on that for the avernge lime
st & per cent amodnts to $600, then the ten
thousand doliars ten years hence would be
worth only 5,40, Now, if to the five thous-
and dollara in hand to-day be added ten
yeurn' Interest at § per cent, the five thous-
and is seen 1o be worth at the end of the
ten years eight hundred dollars—or six hun-
dred dollurs more than the net proceads of
the first transaction. 1f mora than & per
cent can be eurned with the five thousand
dolinrs and If the risk of getting the ten
thousdnd in tan years is 1o be considered,
the computation will be still more strongly
in tavor of a qultk sale

Any sale of unlmproved property to any
Pperson or party proposing to Improve it is
something to be desired by &1 Including
the sclling party, If he Is getiing ar good
returns as he can reasonably expect. It
tha seller s gotlting the best he can expect
to get he should overlook the fact that he
ts Jloesing on the eriginal trunsaction. To
have the courage to take a joss when It is
dur o e tuken la ons of tha chlef char-
woleristics of the best business talent.

COSVESTION HALL BUILDING FUND.

The subscriptions for stock In the con-
vantlen kall project have already reached
more than §75,000, not taking tnto conddor-
atlon several pledges that are as gosd as
subscriptions, but which have not yoi been
made public,

The support given this entyrprise is char-
actecistio of Hansas Clty. There has been
a rondiness and & geuerosity that bespeaks
the public spirit prevalling in this com-
munily and the DbDusiness foresight pos-

sessad by the citisens in general. The many
small subscriptions xre quite as signifizant

(sumed the conversation as follows:

as the numercus large ones, for they denote
the extansive {nterest taken In this too long
delayed public utility,

Ther= is no longer any doubt but that
there will be sufficient money at the com-
matd of the assosiation to purchase a cen-
trally located site and to erect thereon s
buiiding that will not only accommodate
great gatherings, but ome that will also
ba an ornament to the city.

Bo far, only two of the rallroads ent>ring
Kansas Clty have named thelr subscrip-
tions, It is expected, of course, that all the
lines will give substantial ald to a project
that must result in increasing thelr reve-
nues, The Btock Yards Company and other
blg concerns that are expected to respond
liberally hava not yet responded to the ap-
peal, but there is lttle doubt but that all
of thesa large enterprises will he repre-
aented In the final lst of stockholders

Much credit Is dus to those who have
alrendy subseribed. as well as to those
who have taken hold of the work involved
In carrying out such a blg undertaking.

The task of selecting a site, which Is set
for to-day, should not be a very difficult
one, for several excellent locstions have
been offered. 1t 1s pot Improbable that some
Immediate benefits will come from the de-
termination of this question. Some conces-
slons ghould be secured from those proper-
ty owners whose posscssions will ba en-
hanced by the location of the great build-
ing.

JEFFERSON AND THE LOUISIANA
PURCHASE.

In the course of a recent article The
Journal took occasion to express the opinion
thint the greatest pioce of American stitox.
munship consummated since the formation
of the government was the purchuse of
loulginna by Thomas Jefferson. Wa are
now in recelpt of a communication from a
Kansas reader who thinks we have exalted
the connection of Jefferson with this af-
fair, and who holds that the purchasa was
literally forced upon Jefferson's administra-
tion by the war necessities of the First
Consul, Napolean.

Our Kansas fricnd must have read his-
tory with & singular perversion of vision
If he has found anything to detract from
the importance of Jefferson's connection
with the Loulsiana purchase. B=fore
France had coms Into possession of the
tarritory by virtue of treaty with Spain,
Jefferson had enunclated the proposition
thiet It must pass to the ownership of the
United States at whatever cost, In n letter
to Minister Livingsion on April 18, 182, at
the time when the French uand Spanish
tieaty was pending, the president wrote as
folilcws: "We have ever looked to France
as our natural friend—one with whom we
could never have an occaston of difference;
but there Is on the globe one singls spot,
the possessor of which Is our natural and
habitual enemy. It {8 New Orlsans, through
which the produce of thres-elghths of our
territory must pass to market. France,
placing herself iIn that door, will assume
to us the attitude of deflance’™ Furlher
along in the same letter Jefferson uses this
langusge: “The day that France takes
possession of New Orlcans fixes the sen-
tence which is to restrain her forever with-
in her low-water mark. It seals the union
of two natioms, who, in conjunction, can
maintain exclusive possession of the ogean,
Frem that moment we must marry our-
seives 1o the British fleet and nation. Hav-
ing formed nod connected together a powar
which may render reinforcement of her
puwer here tmpossible to France, we must
make the first cannon which shall bo fired
In Europe the slgnal for tearing up any
settlement she may hava mude, and for
holding the two continents of America In
seguestratlon for the common purposes of
tho united Britlsh and American nations.*

It is quite true that the necessities of
Napoleon led him to sell Louisiana cheap,
but that in no way dims the lustre of Jef-
ferson’s Indefatigabla effarts to maka our
ecuntry the possessor of it. Speaking of
Napoleon's willingness (o sell Louislana,
Parton's history thus recounts the lun-
guage used by the First Consul to one of
his ministers: *I know the full value of
Leuisiana, and I lave besn desirous of

repairing the fault of the French nego- i

tlator who abandoned it in 173, A few
lines of a treaty have restored It Lo me,
and I have scarcely recovered It when I
must expect to lose it. But {f it escapes
frcm me, It shall one day cost dearer to
those who ohlige me to strip mywself of it
than to those to whom I wish to deliver
it. The English have successively taken
from France Canada, Cape Briton, Now-
foundland, Nova Scotla and the richest
pertions of Asla. They shall not hava the
Mississippl, which they covet. I have not
a moment to loss In putting it out of thelr
reach: I think of ceding It to the United
Btates. I can scarcely say that T cede it
to them, for It s not yet In our posses-
slon. If, however, 1 leava the least time
to our enemies, I shall only transmit an
empty title to those republlcans whose
friendship 1 seek. They only ask of me
oné town (n Loulsiana; but I already con-
gider the colony as entirely lost, and It
appears to me that in the hands of this
grewing power it will be more useful to
the pollcy and even to the commerce of
Franoce than If I should attempt to keep
"

The next morning the First Consul re-
“Ir-
repclution and deliberation are no longer
in reason. I rencunce Loulslana. It is
not only New Orleans that I will cede, 1t
Is the whols colony, without any reserva-
tion. 1 direct you 1o negotinte this affair
with the envoys of the United States. Do
not aven awalt the arrival of Mr, Monroe.
Have an interview this very day with Mr.
Livingston. But I require a great deal of
money for this war, I would not like to
commence it with new contributions, It
I should regulate my terms according to
the wvalus of those wvast regions to tha
United States, the Indemnity would have
no limit. 1 will s moderate, In conslder-
atlon of the necessity In which I am of
making & sale. But keep this to yourself.
1 want fifty millions of francs, and for less
than that sum I will not treat; I would
rather makea a desperate attempt to keep
trhose fine countries. To-morrow yoo shall
have your full powers.™

And on the morrow, or within the few
days which followed, the negotiations were
ended by the acceptance of $15000,00 for
Louisiana, and the last words uttered by
Napoleon in reference to the transfer were
these:; "1 have just given o England &
maritime rival that sconer or jater will
humbie her power.™

i anything were lacking to disclose the
Intensity of purpose on the part of Jeffer-
son to bechme possessed of Loulsiana it
might bha found in the viclence he did to
his own interpretation of the constitution.
He was a strivt constructionist, and to
compiete the Loulsians purchuse he must
perform an act not authorized by that in-
strument, He was halted upon that vague
line which sometimes marks the distinction
between the lofUest patriotism and the

basest treason, and he electad to do that
which promised his couniry the greatest
good regurdless of the letter of the law.
After he had taken the decisive step he
wrote in this terse fashion to his attorney
goneral: ““The less that §s said about any
constitutionnl difficulty, the better. Con-
gresa should do what I8 neccssary in =i-
lence. I find but one opinlon about the
necessity of shutting up the constitution
for some time.”

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The Debs chase after the millennium is
more unpromising, If possible, than Bryan's
chaseo after the presidency.

The Kansas hen may be & great institu-
tion, but she can’t lay eggs as large as To-
peka haiflstones—not this season.

If the stories of returned colonists are
true, Liberia s one of the best countries in
the world for American negroes to stay
away from.

If the senate has not !mproved tha tariff
bill it hus at least preserved it. Nearly
every cne of the Vest amendmenis was
promptly voted down.

Pueblo doubtless means well, but Topeka
will have to smile at the pretensions of &
town whose hallstones measure only eleven
inches in circumference.

———

Perhaps It would bs well to let General
Miles extend his travels to Japan. The
Japs donW stem to be properly Impreassed
with this country’s milltary prowess,

Queer things happen in storms. At Cham-
ols, Mo., a tent which had stood up through
ons of Sum Jones' sermons was carried
away by a gust of wind from the osutside,

Most of the victims of pickpockets at the
queen‘s Jubllee, it in sald, were Americans,
But the British can't boast. Most of the
silliful pickpocke's were probably Amer-
lcans also,

Ohserver Copnor gives tha pleasing as-
surance that there will be no ternadoes
this summer. Those whosa houses are
blown down over their heuds will have the
satisfaction of knowing that It was done
by some other kind of storm.

The Hon. Jerry Botkin, of Kansas, re-
gards it as an outrage that Tom MNesd
stubbornly stands between him and all the
great things he intended to do for the
country. Let the Hon, Jerry Keep qulet and
the country will not know what it is los-
Ing. It hasn't suspected anything yet

Benntor Billy Mason seems datermined to
keep up his reputation as o humorist, He
declores Hanna s a coward and Tom Reed
a fallure, and snys Cuba will be free In
thirty days. Nothing could be more ridicu-
lously funny than these thres statements,
unless somebody should venture the psser-
tion that Masen s a statesman,

The pessimists ars certaln that Republie-
an legislation will not produce prosperity,
but they are willing to giva It a chance.
If, within a week after the tarllf bill pass-
en, every man in the country has every-
thing he wants and money in the bank,
thoy will ndmit that there has been a slight
temporary improvement, dus principally
to the fine farm crops.

It i» wonderful how much Representative
Botkin has learned about the power of the
lobby and the depravity of congress in his
brief threo months' stay at Washington,
especlally as the branch of congress to
which he belonges has been in session only
a few days, If Mr. Botkin hadn't been a
proacher before he turned “reformer,’” peo-
ple might suspect hs was merely talking for
effect.

KANSAS TOPICS,

How can the calamity howlers deny tho
existence of o wave of prosperity in the
facoe of puch testimony as this from tho
Arkansas Clty Traveler: “‘Last year Re-
former Ed Jaquins puid taxes on $10. This
year, through the seductive and moralizsing
influencea of the Traveler, he turned over
2,003 to the personal tax assessor.”

.- a0

At a meeting of cltizens culled to consider
the compromise of some water worka bonds
at Arkansas City the other day, J. Mack
Love, chulrman of the Domocratic state
sentral committes, mode sn Impassioned
speech, In which he declared that “value
on all property In this and other cities has
ghrunk from & o M0 per cent.” This re-
minds Toplca of a catile rafsing friend out
in Western Kansas who dolefully reported
at the end of an extremely hard winter that
ho had lost 200 per cent of his herd.

LI
Mary Elizabe¢ith Leare makes a big fuss
over the loss of her Wichiia home at the
hands of an Eastern mortgage company,
but she would rather lose cvervthing she
possesses on earth than have her baggage
nttached nt Kansas City again for the pay-
ment of a dry goods bill, thus permitting
the newspapers to publish a list of the
things she carriad in her vallse.
LI B

Repeated exposures do not seem to shake
the Oxlathomi people In thelr superstitious
belief in cinches. They are pinning their
falth now to one that connects Jake Ad-
mire with the registership of the Kingfisher
land cfMce. T

The Guzettsa says a certaln Emporia
young man worked his way Into a thealer
performanrce for & stralght week by dress-
ing himself up as & woman, JL was ons of

those shows that admit women froe,
- 8 8

It Is =aid that Major J, . M. Wood Is to
be appointed agent for the Ponca Indians
in the territory. Major Wood s brother to
the late Sam Wood, of Kansas.

L e

A case not long slncs decidad by tha au-
premo court of Kansas furnishes an ‘Hus-
tration of the fact that the ways of the
law are devious. A coupls had been arrest-
el on the charge of Immoral conduet. It
was shown that they wera free lovers who
had stood up befora witnesses and de-
clared that they wouid take ench other un-
il either ona got tired. They were con-
victed in the district court, and an ap,eal
was taken to the supreme court, The su-
preme court held that they hiad not been
guilty of immoral conduct, but had been
tightly married. The fact that they had at-
tempted to make the irregular marciage
provisional did mot affect its full force
and endaring character,

LI

Cy Thurman, the well known Kansas
traveling man, has a great head for figures,
He recently purchased a farm In Missourl,
where he makes his summer home, Thres
hundred feet from the farm housa s a
spring from which all the water nasdad
must be obtalned. AL o cost of 56 Cy put
in & hydraulle ram which forces the water
up to the house In abundant quantities.
The furm has been occupied sixty years,
and Cv figures that exactly IL000 miles
have been walked by the people in carry-
ing water from the spring. He thinks that
26 for 1L00% miles of walking is mighty
small puy. Cy also got hls head togsher
the other day wWhile the hired man was
cultivating corn and figured that in ten
years the man who “works” forty acres of
corn walks someiling more than §00 miles,
The difference between the cost of & rid-
ing and walking cultivator ls but 39, which
would seem to force the price of Missouri

walking down to €ven a cheapor scale.
L

“Huave you ever notliced.” says t%e To-
poka Capital, “how much more refreshing
& drink of wuter 1s when you can hear the

fce tinkla fn the glaxs?* Moved to strike
out “of water” as irrelevant, incompetent

and tmmaterial,
L

The worst of the Topeka hall storm ye!
remaing to he told As we go to press the
liea about it are increasing in magnitude

. = a8

Billy Sterne is authority for the state-
ment that Benator Baker has picked out a
£.20 place in the Indisn service that wil
it George Finley.

e

Attorney: “Your honor, we desire to as-
Sull this law on the ground that it has the
wrong heading, repeals n chapter with
which it can have no connection, and |«
otherwise unconstitutional.”” The judge:
“Wasn it adopted by the last se=sion of the

leglslature™ Attorney: “It was." The
Judge: “Demurrer sustained.”
. = =

“A girl in this town," says the El Dorado
Republican, “has just beatem the record,
She can makes buttermilk blscults, fry po-
tatoes, bréil a steak. make a pot of coffes
und ring the breakfast bell in thirty-four
minutes from the time she lights out of
bed. "

L

When stricken by terror & mnan hasn't
half as much Intellect as a jackrabbit,
During the storm at Topeka on Thursday
A, V. Lindell saw the clouds approaching
and declded that they contained a evclone,
He hid no cellar under hi= own house, so
he hurried his family over to the cellar of
i nelghbor und returned to his own prem-
Isea to shut a door or something. Just at
this moment he heard the roar that pre-
ceded the fall of huil, and, supposing the
cyelone had struck, threw himself face
downward In a ditch, The hallstones com-
menced to pound him, but he believed they
were hricks being blown from the house
walls and retatned his position in the diteh,
giving out a yell or a groan every time a
big one hit him. Finally his wife ran out
and pulled him up from the diteh, 2nd got
Eim under cover on a porch.

- = »

Bang-frold-under-excitement
the Cofteyville Journal: "“Time, half past
12 o'clock Wednesday. Everybody at din.
ner except the writer and a ‘hoozy' denizen
of the Indian Territory, who wis discuss-
ing the jatest movements of the Dawes
commiesion with gnother Cherokes citlzen
on the sidewalk In front of Joe Robert's
place. Suddenly there was a most startling
rattllog of whesls and the sound of the
rapid strokes of horses’ hoofs on the Ninth
street macadam. Wo looked up just In
time to see a badly frightened team at-
tached to w hay wagon, tearing by in a
westerly direction at a most terrific rate
of speed. We had no time to 50 much as
look after them as they sped onward, No-
body seemed concerned except & boy and
& negro porter. The ‘boozy’ Indlan talked

on aund the writer wrote on.™
- ® W

All sorts of stories are afloat over the
appolntment of an asslstant United States
attorney for Kansas. It was sald at first
by everybody that Harry Done wWas & ¢er-
talnty, but lately D. M. Brown, of Wich-
fta, has been receiving a great deal of at-
tention. One story had it that Brown was
a courin of the president and that his ap-
pointment was sure to come, from personal
conilderations. Later it was sajd that
Brown was no relation to MeKinley, but
that he formerly lived in Canton and was
the man who put McKinley in nomination
tha first time he went to congress. Sam
Peters says McKinley will not Interfera
with Senator Bakyr's choice in the matter
and that Buker I8 favorable to Bone, &s
he certainly ought to ba, in consideration
of Bone's support in the legislature. Mr.
Lambert in also quoted as saying that Bone
will be appointed. N -

Major 1. O. Plokering, of Olathe, has
written the following letter to a Topeka
friend:

“1 cut ths following slip from the Topeka
Capltal: ‘For reni—3 unfurnished rooms
for light houss keiping." Now, as a resi-
dent of our capital eity, and n man of
known veracity, T wish to ask if Topeka
is a seaport town? 1f not, why ehould
anyone wish 1o _keep a lghthouse? Or
why should anydne want to rent thres, or
any other number, of unfurnished rooms
for that purpose? I know the ship of state
has boeen foundering around in an un-
certain sort of way for some time, and
there may ba some hidden rocks and things
around Topeka, all of which would make a
lighthouse desirnble and aven necessary.
1f so0, 1 hope this advertiser will soon have
u tenant who will keep his lamps trimmed
and burning. Your truly,

“I. 0. PICKERING.™
- = -

There Is an old Russian by the name of
Anton Mermus out in Ellis county who has
comcmenced barvesting his wheat and ex-
pects to have something more than 30,000
bushels, His fomily I8 so large that he
will cut and thresh every acre of it with-
out paying a dollar for outside help. He
could pay all of the necessary expenses
of this crop and still have money enough
left to pay three Umes over the market
value of the land on which It was rulsed.
The wheat crop Is good all over Ellls coun-
ty. 1t is estimated thit the total will be
250,000 bushels, and this, at W cents a
bushel, means §¥ in the pocket of every
voler in the county. 1f Ellis county could
keep up such an average her people would
soon be rich and auent. Unfortunately,
this Is the first wheat crop of any Import-
aoce she has ralsed since 1802

LI B

“If ever we marry sgain” says Ed
Howe, “we Intend to marTy A queen. Princes
Albert dled forty years ago, and Queen
Vietoria still wears mourning for him. All
the widows we know think their mourning
was above reproach If they wore black
glx months"™

MISSOURI POINTS.

ftem from

e

Misa Fannle J. Henry, of Paltonsburg,
wis one of the prize winners in the med-
Ical department of Michigan university this

yeir.
¥ -

Caldwell rounty game sharps deciare that
present Indications glve promiss that there
will be quails and rabbita gulore for the

tunters there next season.
.

The Carthage Press says Bryan looked
jaded and worn when he talked there the
other day, and nppeared ten years older
than when he vluurd.t‘::rlhuo A year ago,

.

The Second Reglment band at Clinton
has been mustered out of the slate's serv-
ice, and the uniforms of Its members have
been turned over to the Fourth Regiment.

L

-

If the Capltal is sccurate in lt= figures
Bedalla contalns 117 more bulldings elther
completed or in course of erectlon than
it could boast of st tha beginning of the

S0 080G S 8

The costs Involved in the three different
trisls of a Ray county farmer on Lhe
charge of having stolen a chicken amount-
ed to 3600, and then the defendnnt was
finally acquitted. i &

The cake enjoyed by the guests at the re-
cent celobration of tho ¥th birthday anni-
versary of Grundma Bunt, of Blythedale,
was made for tha occasion by the bright
and vigorous old h.rli‘ Eerm-!r.

An ordinance which requires the payment
of o license of $ for a one-day privilege
for selling lce cream In Lathrop has driven
the promoters of church festivals there to
the woods with thcl.r. t:uenainm.xm,_

-

Another remarkable strawberry record ls
that reported by & Bethany man who has
gathersd and sold 30 galions of the fruit
from a patch of ground WxiTi—at the rate,
at prevailing prices, of more than £ an

acro. e

A striking fllustration of the possibillties
of Missouri's fertile soil is afforded in the
achievements this season of Gabe Oder, of
Holt, whore two-acre strawherry patch has
netted bim more than 8% over all ex-

e .

Anticipating, presumably, the possibllity
that the threatenad frequent rehearsals of
Gus Leftwich's new brass band in Gallatin
may have a tendency to drive many stald
old citisens to strong drink, some fac-

sighted business men have arranged for the
cpening of & Jag-cure establishment there.
. 8 &
1f Hamliiton doesn’t ralse h— during the
celebration next Saturday It will be due to
no luck of effort on the part of the mem-
bers of the srrungements committee, They
have secured Mrs. Lease's positive promise
to be present.
.« = 8
Hamilton poultry ralsers have suffered
s0 severely through the depredations of
chlcken thisves recently that some of them
huve begun trying the sexperiment of plac-
Ing dynarmite where it will be Hkely to do

the most guod.
L

Further evidence of the special favor
shown by Providence for Missourl oocu-
pants of His footstool appeura in the dis-
covery of a big vein of superior coal only
twenty feet below the surface in the vicin-

Ity of Braymer the other day.
L

Ten brothers and sisters, the oldest 5
and the youngest 45, sons and daoghters of
Giles Parsons, & ploneesr of Gentry county,
vislted an Albuny photographer {n a body
the other duy and had thelr pletures taken
together. Al were born in Howard town-
ship and all yet live in that locality.

- 4 =

A Springtield woman berely escaped se-
rious if not fatal injury recently as 4 re-
sult of the explosion of an empty Wine
cusk through the bunghole of which while
cleaning she had thrust a wire on the end
nf which was a Ughted rag. As It was, her
face and head were badly cut by flying
frogments of the caxk.

L

The greatly exploited “white horse brig-
ade’ whichi, not less than 1000 strong, was
to be the fenture of the Bryan parade in
Carthage Thurslay, simmered down to a
straggiing troop of forty-five. Girls with
auburn tresses were also conspleuous by
thelr abwence, but there were plenty of
“ped-headed” committesmen when the
ridiculous fallure of thelr efforta to get up
a respectable procession became evident.

- & &

8t. Joseph News: While Mayor Vorles
was absent in New York he found time
to not only see the city, but to examine
Into the wvarlous branches of municipal
government, with a view to introducing
such features, in o minor way, as could
ba used to good effect in this city. The
ayor was partioularly impressed with the
method of street cleaning in New York.
The really large army of white uniformed
mén made an imposing spectacle, and as
the mayor watched them at work he ear-
nestly wished that 8t. Joseph could afford
—if mot the army, the white suits, While
Mayor Vorles watched the aglle atreet
cleaners fNittiog hither and thither, jump-
ing on each speck of dirt as 1t fell, he
learned something. He saw tha street
sprinklers come along and shower the as-
phalt pavement—clean and spltless—and
there was no slipping and sliding. The
pavement was clean before the sprinklers
pavsed over It, This Is the Mdea the mayor
is Introducing this week under the super-
vislon of Street Commissioner Gibson, and
it & working like a charm. It has been
the custom heretofors to flood the streets
with water regardless of the amount of
dust and filth littered over the surface.
With the factiltics at hand some Improve-
ment can be made. It Is to this end that
the wheolmen asked the co-operation of

the councll knd business men not long ago.
- & &

Of the many bungling johs dons by the
late Demoaratic legisiature of Missourl
noue, says the Springfieid Republican, is
fraught with greater damage to the state
than the one which has been unearthed by
the Greens county court and Prosecuting
Attorney Wear, concerning the road law.
By some Inexousable bungling work the
liw In regard to opening new roads was
repeaded and no new provisions were mude
and the result I8 that road improvement
will have to remain at a standstill in the
state of Missourl untll the next legislature
meets two years henca. This Is indeed a
préetty state of affairs when all the world
= just now clamoring for better roada and
when our own state was laylng claims lo
having taken the firet step towards the
building of better roads. For the past
four or five years roud conventions have
bteen held at various points in the state
and muny successful Democratic legisiators
miade thelr campalgn upon that issus. They
nsserted that they were in favor of beller
roads, and if ¢lected would wark for the
passage of a4 blll that would inure to the
benefit of all the people in that line. In-
stead of enacting laws for the bullding and
opening up of roads, the legislatiure sat as
dumb as an oyster and allowed the only
law to be repealed without providing for
noother In Its stend. When it 18 remem-
bered thnt the greater portion of the time
during the session was taken up by the
introduction of antl-masher bills and other
kindred measures, it is not 1o be wondered
nt. The fact is, Missourl has had but few,
If any, Intelligent legisiative bodies, There
are a few shrewd men who chance to creep
in, but thelr time k& usuklly taken up with
working some job or scheme through that
body so that they may feather thoir nests,
and the other ineffcient, deluded members
#it on the fence and see the procession
Eo by.

The World Not So 0Old.

From the New York Tribune.

The licensa of sclence was strongly re-
buked the other day by so eminent an au-
thority as Lord Kelvin at the snnual meet-
Ing of the Victoria Institute in London,
The theme of his address wes the familiar
and much debated one of tha age of tha
enrth, and he placed himeelf, as a phyal-
cist, squarely in opposition to tha views
commonly set forth by the wyoung lons
of evolutionary biology. He did not, of
course, attempt to solve the unsolvable
problem. HBut ha unhesitatingly opposed
und denied the theory that life has exist-
e upon this globe for hundreds of millions
of years, and that such a space of time
his been regulred for the evoiution of pres-
ent forme.

The whole notlon of such Inconcelvable
neons was, he contended, preposterous, Bs
wis nlso that of "unlimited" duration of
the globe. By calculations of the lessining
of the angular velocity of the rotation of
the earth, the amount of heat it threw off
nnd other matters, it was possible to deter-
mine & limit of tims beyond which rhe
giobe could not be habitable by any form
of life because beyond that point It wos
not a solid, but an locandescent or moilton
mass. That mit was about 30,00,000 years
ago, It may not have beem more than 17.-
W, 000, Certainly it cotild not have been
more than 3.000,00d. Somewhera between
those tigures, therefore, the uge of the life-
bearlng earth could confidently be placed.

it makes po practical difference to the
man of to-day whether such ags ls 30,000,-
oM or 2000000000 years. It is pot prob-
ahle that there will ever ba any universal
agreement of sclentists upon & date within
even =0 broad a margin as 12,000,000 years
allowed by Lord Kelvin, But such utier-
ances as the addrees which we have gquoted
tend strongly to sunity of thought and doc-
trine, and that quality Is needed In natural
sclence no less than in polities or theology.
No man, sclenti=st or layman, nesd be
ashnmed to accept on Lord Kelvin's au-
thority the bellef that life In any form
on thi=z giohe Is not at most mors than
20,000,000 years old, nor Indeed the wtill more
daring theory, of thoe same authority, that
such life was of extraneous origin. The laxt
word concerning blogencsis or In cosmol-
ogy bas pot yet been upoken.

His Firat View of Satura.

From the Chicago Tribune

*“The city was full of them blamed hi-
sickles till you couldn't rest,” sald Uncle
Zeke, speaking of his visit, after ho bad re-
turned to his home fn Upcreek. "“Every-
wher's T went I was dodgin® of ‘em. Whesls
wis whizzin' all the time. Feller on a
strest corner had a telescope p'lntin’ at the
sky. I pald him § cents to look through
it, an' if you'll belleve me, all T saw was
another durned wheel!”

What She Wanted.
From the Chicago Post.

“Why does the young wife of old Nr.
Croesus always look g0 unhappy? He gives
her everything szhe wants, doesa’'t he?”

“Everything except widowhood.™

SERENADE.

While my ludy sleepeth,
The dark blue heaven j= bright,

Boft the moonbeam crecpeth
Round her bower all night.

Thon gentle, gentle hreese!
While my lady alumbers,

Waft lightly through tha trees
Echoes of my numbers,

Her dreaming ear 1o please,

Bhould ve, breathing numbers
That for her 1 weays,
Should ye brenk her slumbers,
All my soul would grieve,
Rise on the gentls breeso,
And galn her latties’ helght
O'er yon poplar trees.—
But be your echoes light
As hum of distant bees.

All the stars are glowing
In ths glorfous sky:
In the stream scarce flowing
Mimle lustres le:
Hlow, gentle, gentle hreeza!
But bring no cloud to hide
Their dear resplendencies;
Nor chass from Zara's side
Dreams bright and pure as these,
—Santilinna.

DABYHOOD.

111
What likeness may define. and stray not
From truth’'s exactest way,
A baby's beauty? Love can say not
What hkenuss may.

The Mayflower loveliest hebl in May
Of all that shine and stay not
Laugha not in roxler disarray.

Bleek satin, swansdown, buds that play not
Ax yet with winde that play
Would fain be matched with this, and may
not;
What likeness may?
—Algernon Charles Swinburne,

THE POWER OF MUSIC,

Ono musiec maketh its occalt abode
1n nll things scatter'd from great Beauty's
harnd;
And evermore the deepest words of God
Are yet the easlest to understand.
—Willinm Watson.

British and Americean Irony.

From the New York Advertiser.

Under the title of “English Irony" Flgaro
makes some caustie remarks about the at-
titude of the English toward the Jameson
raid. Lord Belborne’'s statement, under oath,
is that he knew before the rald that "a
spontanecus uprising” was going to take
place at Johannesburg, the French paper
calls one "of the most delicious turns of ex-
pression that we have had to appreclate
for a long time.” The Figaro correspondent
has not the slightest doubt that the whole
miatter was fixed up In Chamberlain's of-
fice. “The language and attitude of Lord
Belborne are equivalent to a declaration
that the English are satisfiod with what
they have done, and are ready to begin over
agaln on the first cccuslon.™

Mark Twaln's thoughts about the jubllee
run in somewhat the same direction:

“Great Hritain had added to her real es-
tate an averayge of 155 miles of territory per
day for the sixty years, which Is to say
she has added more than the bulk of an
England proper each year, or an aggregats
ot seventy Englands in sixty years. But
Cacll Rhodes was not in the procession; the
Chartered Company was absent from It
Nobody was there to collect thelir share of
tho giory due for their formidable contribu-
tlons to the imperial estate. Fwven Dr.
Jameson was out, and yet he had tried so
hard to maccumulata territory.”

Probably no mare entertalning contrast
between what is sald and what is done
than the Jameson eplpode offers has been
seen since the Mexican war. Without ob-
Jecting to England's territorial expansion,
our American humorist naturally has a
good time thinking of the decorum of the
jubllee and the methods of the rald, just
as the French eritlc amused himself with
the care taken by the investigating eom-
mittee nat to hurt anybody's feellnga. The
procession, Mr. Clemens says, “was made
up rather of the beneflciaries of these pros-
perities than of the creators of them."

Mark Twain also struck better than any-
body else the typical American point of
view toward thess contrasis:

“It was a momorable display and must
live in history. It suggesied the matorial
glories of the relgn finely and adequately,
The abmence of the chief creators of them
was, perhaps, not a serjous disadvantage.
One could supply the vacancies by imagina-
tion, and thus Al out the procession very
effectively, One can enjoy & ralnbow with-
out necessarily forgetting the forces that
mnde it.”

Our frony Is not just iika the Engllsh
brand. Indeed, it may be doubted whether
the Figaro was justified In using the word
irony about the English at all. Humor and
miid cynicism make up irony. The English-
men have more of the last than the Arst.
Weo have g0 much of both that we may ex-
pect even our school haoks before long to
give a falr nccount of the Mexlcan war,

Lion and Populist.

From the New York Sun.

Some time ago Governor Leedy, of Kan-
sas, appolnted & committes to confer with
committees of Texas and Oklahoma for
the purpose of seelng what could be dons
to reduce frelght rates. The Kansas com-
mitiea has just made its report, after a
pleasant fres excursion to Texzas.

The report asserts that the rates from
Kansas to the Gulf of Mexico are too
high, and suggests that ths governor or
the ratiroad commission plead with the
railroads to put down rates before the fall
ehipping of grain (o the Bouth. If the
pleading falls, as it will fail, on mccount
of the obduracy of the rallroad corpora-
tlons, & special sesslon of the legisiature
may be called for the purposs of passing
the maximum frelght bill, which fafled at
the reguler sassion. Thess suggestions,
however, are felt to be tame and bloodless.
As the commitiea says, '‘the people are
standing with thelr hand In the lon's
mouth, and if he sees fit to crush them,
they can only submit'

8o long s they depend on softening the
hearts of trafic managers or even upen
the good offices of the legialature, the hand
will remaln In the lion's mouth, If they
ara to save the hand, they must do It
themselves. Here appears a great Kansas
idea, clear to the whole school of advanced
Kansas Populists, and to Governor Leedy
the very apple of his eye. Builld & state
and interstate rallroad from Kansas to
(Gaiveston. The committes eays such a
road can be bullt from the northern bound-
ary line of Kungas to Galveston for §8,000,-
0. “Some way must be devised to bring
the rallroads undes control or the peaple
must take the bull by the horns and help
themselves,” It Is to be wished that they
may not help themselves to railroads which
belong to other folks. The best thing they
can do Is to bulld a rallrosd of their own
and bond it with non-interest bhearing
bonds. Then they can abolish rates, fraight
and passenger, for all Popullst consignora
und travelers, smash the other rallromds
and enjoy themsslves generally. A genuine
Populist rallroad, run for and by Popu-
lists, would be an education to everybody
and & warning to plutocrats snd monopo-
lists, who would not be allowed to ride on
It at any price; and A committes of the
legislature in a buffet car could accem-
pany every train.

Monopoly will have cold feet when It
sees the first spika of the Kansas state
railroad driven.

Not Lost.

From the Fllegende Blatter.

Traveler (1o the ferryman crossing the
river}—"'Has any one ever been lost In this
stream ™

Boatman—"No, sir. Bome prolfessor was
drowned here last spring, but they found
him agaln after jooking for two weeks.™

Source of Juvenile Incoms=.
From the Chicago Record.
“Some claver fellow has Invented tasie-
lesa codliver ofl.”

“The wretch! Trying to beat lanccent
children out of & Iot of dimes and nickelsl" |

OF CURRENT INTEREST.

There Is a French hotel uptown which
frequently shelters Parlsian notables whosa
presence in New York, the Sun says, Is
pever known (o anybody but the proprietor
of the hotel and those among his guests
who are curfous enough to examine the
register. The persons who happen to ba
thers do pol make any atlempt o conceal
their whereabouts, but as their visits here
are limited to only two or three days, the
fact of thelr presence never becomes
known. 8Some of them do register unpder
nasses which may be thelr own, but are
rot their best known names. These tran-
slent visitors are never 19 be seen about
the hotel for a longer time than the French
steamers walt here between trips, and they
ure axclusively voyagers who are taking a
steamuhip trip mersly for the saks of the
ocean journey. Beyond a ride in the park
or & walk up Bromdway, thess strangers
=8 very Hitie of New York, which, so (ar
as their efforts are concerned, remains a
wilderness 1o them.

It is not generally known that the United
Stutes minis make money for other na-
tions, as well as for our own. The mint
in Philadelphia, which has just finlshed
making 500,000 in §5 gold pisces for Costa
Rica, has begun work on 300,000 silver dol-
lars for San Domingo. The designs on the
coins are often deas of the governmaats
which send the orders, and are gotten up
in surh a way as to maks imitations as
dificult as possible for tha counterfeiter,
The coln is shipped In bhugs 1o New York,
whare It is carried to Ita destination on
the reguinr line steamers. The report given
by the mint as to the amount of preclous
metal used is never guestioned by the fore
elgners —_—

John Edward De Mearrit, of Newport,
Neb., although only 13 yvars old, is attract=-
Ing general sttention by his abllity as a
preacher. He has preached at Fort Scott,
Kae.; Nevada, Mo., and many other Kan-
sas and Missouri towns. He was licensed
to preach by the Baptist church of Fort
Bcott last year, since which time he has
been traveling in the rural dstricta. He in
not yet out of knes breeches, and has all
the airs of a child except his delivery aa a
puipit orntor. He is sald to have read the
Hible ithrough a number of times, and,
though having attended school but lttle,
to be well read in theological and general

Hterature. He preaches in churches of all
denominations. —
Methodist Bishop Johnm P. Newman,

Grant's old pastor, visited SBouth Onondaga,
N. Y., on Bunday, In which town he was
pastor of his first church fifty years agn.
He made an address in which he told how
he was obliged to walk a nine mile eireuit
and speak at four services every Bunday
until & member of tha congregation took
pity on him and ralsed snough money to
buy him a horse. “The horse had short
legs,” sald the bishop, “and I had long legs;
consequently I could by turns elther walk
or ride without dismounting. The salary
for a year's service was §100; and.” said the
bishop, “you owe me 35 of that money yet"

Mlla Dumally is & French actress who
thinks she strongly resembles Anna Held,
and she i1s golng to give !mitations of that
young woman. 8he has achleved notoriety
by announcing that Inasmuch as Miss Held
finds milk baths beneficial, Langtry favors
champagne and Bernhardt tea, sha has dis-
covered coffee is the only proper llquid for
a brunstie to uss to keep her skin in tone.
Consequently she says she has adopted
coffee baths.

“Grand old Texan," suys the Dallas News,
“a very kind to her children. This year's
product will give to each Inhabitant one
bale of cotten, six bushels of wheat and
forty bushels of corn, one fut hog, two
bushels of peaches, twenty bushals of oats,
ona quarter of beef, thirty dosen eggs, ten
chickens, one turkey, two pounds of honay,
ten pounds of wool, half & mutton, haif a
bushel of Irish potatoes, twenty water-
melons and many things unnecessary 1o
mention,™

During the American revolution an En-
glish magazine published an estimate of the
future population of the North American
colonies, Placing the populstion then st
2,000,000 and sssuming that 1t would doubls
ftself every twenty-fiva years, the writer
then estimated that in the year 180 the
number would have inoreased to #4.000,000.
This may be taken as & most remarkable
prophecy, Inasmuch as the census of 1890
fixed the total population st 262350

Richard W. Thompson, ths former seore-
tary of the navy, has just passed his Sith
birthdsy, and his mental and physical vig-
or gives promise that he will celebrate
many more. Hs bas seen, known and
talked with every president except Wnah-
Ington and John Adams. As & young man
he often discussed political subjects with
Thomas Jefferson, und he was a friend of
Masadison, Monroe, John Quinoy Adams and
Jackson.

Roanoke college made an acknowiedg-
ment of the fact that & number of Koreans
liave been sent to It in order to be edu-
eated by conferring the honorary degree
of A. M. on Pom Kwan Soh, formerly Ko-
rean minister to the United States, at its
commencement last week. Mr. Soh Is cne
of the most scholarly men in Horea, being
especially versed !n philosophy and pey-
chology.

A hugs boulder makes s simple but Im-
posing monument. One weighing forty-
five tons has been placed on the southern
shore of Long Island, whers Nathan Hale,
afterward executed as a spy, was caplured
by British soldiers. The boulder bears
three tablets, with Inscriptions, Including
his famous sentence: *1 only resret that
1 have but one life to give my country.”

Electlons gost money In New York, apart
from political eontributions and the milk-
ing of candidates snd thelr friends. It
will cost the city $20500 to maintain Its
bureau of elections, and #4600 of it, or half
the salary of & cabinst officer in Wash-
ington, will go to its chisf. Adwvertising
will cost $0.000 and an appropriation of
$70.50 Is made for maps and printing.

Every man should judge himseif by Dr,
Charles W. Purdy's standard of itving. In
the North American Review he says that
“if a man who is born of healthy parents,
and who Is himssif healthy &t birth, be-
comes seriously disabied in health bafors
tha age of from @ to 70, barring acoldents
or Infectious diseasea, it is solely becauss
he has not llved properly.”

Ouses against Georgs Washington appear
here und there in the oivil docket recently
urearthed ln the court houss at Greens-
pury, Pa. No less than thres clalms were
entered against him during the year 1787
to compel him to pay taxes. The humarous
clerk. commanting on these actions, re-
marked: ‘“George Washingten, Esqg., ap-
pearsth not to ke taxes™

The queen has outlived all dbut one of
the British peera who were in posseswion of
thelr honors at the time of her acvession,
and she has outlived, with two exceptions,
all those peers who were at the tima mem-
bers of the house of commons, the two
survivors belng Earl Mansfleld, born in
18%, and Earl Mexborough, born in 1810,

Lord Rosehery is ona of the two or thres
Beotchmen of prominence who do mot piay
golf. Mo fears that it would sngross too
much of his time. “When & man in mid-
dla life,” he says, “makes & delibarate
eholen of golf as his amusemant he Is
making & cholce second only la gravity to
the cholce of & wife.”

A monument will scon be arected In Al-
ton, Iil, to the memory of Elljah Mount.
joy, who was shot by & mob at that place
in 1537, because of his active oppesition to
slavers, Tha Illinals leglalature voted
$5.000 for the monument, and the eitisans
of Alton have ralsed 35,000 more

Four students of the ¥. M. C. A. Train-
ing School in ald, Wasa, ceartify
that, as an expariment, they ' them-
selves for elght weeka at va average cost
of § cents & meal for ~=~J5 PArsvR.

The old home in Niles, O., In which Pres-
fdent McKinley was horn waa sold lnst
week to W, C. Alllson, & relative of the

rresident.




